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#2

STAFF REPORT

DEVELOPMENT; Ponderosa

APPLICANT: John Kiliany

LOCATION: 8053 Holiday Drive, Florence, Kentucky
ZONING: Commercial Three (C-3)

DATE: October 12, 1994

The applicant is requesting a Variance to increase the maximum permitted square
footage allowable for a building mounted sign. The applicant's sign which was
installed during a remodeling of the Ponderosa Restaurant is located at the
southwest quadrant of US. 42 and Interstate 75/71 (See Sheet #1). The sign is
a mural type which contains a scenic mountain background with the words Ponderosa
Steakhouse painted across the mural.

The definition of a sign found within the Boone County Zoning Regqulations is a
device designed to promote and identify an establishment or activity by any means
including but not limited to words, letters, figures, designs, symbols, fixtures,
colors, illumination, or projected images. Therefore, the mountain landscape
which is used to identify and promote the Steakhouses new image would be
considered part of the sign and has to be included in the total square footage
of the sign. The Boone County Zoning Requlations permit one building mounted
sign to be two square feet of sign area per lineal foot of building width for the
wall upon which the sign is mounted. Additional building mounted signs shall be
permitted a size of one square foot of sign area per one foot of building
frontage for a maximum of three (3) building mounted signs.

The Ponderosa Steakhouse has approximately 60 feet of building frontage which
would permit a building mounted sign of approximately 120 square feet. The sign
which has been installed without a sign permit on the building is approximately
220 square feet in size (See Sheet #2). Therefore, the applicant is requesting
a Variance of approximately 100 square feet.

Staff Concerns

1. Staff believes the Board should consider the type of sign which has been
installed and that the actual wording on the sign is only 26 square feet.

2. Staff believes that an argument could be made that the existing Ponderosa
sign is more aesthetically pleasing than what could be instdlled within
the existing regulations. For example, the regulations would permit the
applicant to install a sign which is two feet wide by sixty feet long
along the front portion of the building.
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Conclusion

Staff believes that the proposed signs will alter the essential character of the
general vicinity and will allow an unreasonable circumvention of the requirements
of the Zoning Regulations. The Board should also determine whether the strict
application of the provisions of the Zoning Requlations would deprive the
applicant of the reasonable use of the land or would create an unnecessary
hardship on the applicant.

Respectfully Submitted,
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JeffreyfF. Hayes
Planner
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SheeT #2

NOTE: LOGD AREA = 26 SQUARE FEET.
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